Source A
STATEMENT BY PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY ON CUBA, September 4, 1962

All Americans, as well as all of our friends in this Hemisphere, have been concerned over the recent
moves of the Soviet Union to bolster the military power of the Castro regime in Cuba. Information has
reached this Government in the last four days from a variety of sources which establishes without doubt
that the Soviets have provided the Cuban Government with a number of anti-aircraft defense missiles
with a slant range of twenty-five miles which are similar to early models of our Nike. Along with these
missiles, the Soviets are apparently providing the extensive radar and other electronic equipment which
is required for their operation. We can also confirm the presence of several Soviet-made motor torpedo
boats carrying ship-to-ship guided missiles having a range of fifteen miles. The number of Soviet
military technicians now known to be in Cuba or en route—approximately 3,500—is consistent with
assistance in setting up and learning to use this equipment. As I stated last week, we shall continue to
make information available as fast as it is obtained and properly verified.
There is no evidence of any organized combat force in Cuba from any Soviet bloc country; of military
bases provided to Russia; of a violation of the 1934 treaty relating to Guantanamo; of the presence of
offensive ground-to-ground missiles; or of other significant offensive capability either in Cuban hands or
under Soviet direction and guidance. Were it to be otherwise, the gravest issues would arise.
The Cuban question must be considered as a part of the worldwide challenge posed by Communist
threats to the peace. It must be dealt with as a part of that larger issue as well as in the context of the
special relationships which have long characterized the inter-American System.
It continues to be the policy of the United States that the Castro regime will not be allowed to export its
aggressive purposes by force or the threat of force. It will be prevented by whatever means may be
necessary from taking action against any part of the Western Hemisphere. The United States, in
conjunction with other Hemisphere countries, will make sure that while increased Cuban armaments will
be a heavy burden to the unhappy people of Cuba themselves, they will be nothing more.
Source: U.S., Department of State, Bulletin, Volume XLVII, No. 1213 (September 24, 1962), p.
450. (Read to news correspondents on September 4, by Pierre Salinger, White House Press
Secretary.)

